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Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed colleagues, 

It is a great honor for the organizing committee team of the 13th 
EAIS annual conference to welcome you this year in Potsdam, the 
beautiful capital of the Federal State of Brandenburg. Here we find 
an academic landscape that takes a multifaceted approach in 
dealing with Jewish history and the Jewish present, and also with 
the history, present and future of the State of Israel.

Fortunately, in Potsdam we have always been able to avoid the 
age-old methodological and disciplinary dispute over the relation-
ship between Jewish Studies and Israel Studies. Our primary fo-
cus has always been on the content, rather than the most brilliant 
theory. Here at the Moses Mendelssohn Centre, research topics 
on Israeli history and the present have always been a given, as 
part of a broad interdisciplinary research spectrum. We have col-
leagues who carefully study and teach with great dedication on 
the urban development and architectural history of Israel. We are 
involved in comparative studies of Jewish immigration to Israel 
and the Diaspora; some of us deal with Israel-related antisemi-
tism. A couple of years ago, we were in the fortunate position to 
publish the highly acclaimed two-volume “Handbook of Israeli - 
Major Debates”. What is happening in Israel, how the country is 
developing, this always affects our colleagues

Of course, our center also maintains close ties with the Institute 
for Jewish Studies at the University of Potsdam, which can be 
found in the romantic Sanssouci Palace Park, half an hour away 
from here. We are delighted that many of the Jewish Studies 
students have also retained their interest in Israeli history, soci-
ety, politics, art, and defense capability. At this conference, we 
are pleased to have a whole range of academics and scholars: 
young and talented, but also experienced and senior –  a won-
derful mix, it seems to us 

I am incredibly grateful to the EAIS Board and the whole organ-
izing committee for their tremendous support in the run-up to 
this conference, both in terms of logistical and content-related 
challenges. We all know what complicated times we find our-
selves in, and the State of Israel even more so. This is precisely 
why our academic exchange in the coming days is so important. 
We have the great privilege, but I believe also the obligation, to 
contribute to future concepts for Israel and the Middle East. With 
that in mind, a very warm welcome!

Dear colleagues,

Dear EAIS Delegates,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 13th Annual 
Conference of the European Association of Israel Studies 
(EAIS). I am truly grateful that, despite the troubling times 
affecting both academic life and international relations in the 
Middle East, we are able to gather here to engage in critical 
and meaningful dialogue. More than ever, we need open, hon-
est, and courageous scholarly debate on Israel. The challeng-
es facing Israeli society today demand fresh perspectives 
and nuanced analysis. Yet, the intensity, emotional charge, 
and polarization that often characterize public discourse 
leave little room for doubt, reflection, or ambiguity. Such a cli-
mate discourages conversation and encourages rigid, crys-
tallized positions. It is my hope that this conference will offer 
a space to counter this logic. A space where ideas can be 
challenged and assumptions reconsidered. If we leave this 
event with some of our prior convictions questioned through 
dialogue with fellow scholars, then the conference will have 
truly succeeded.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the Moses 
Mendelssohn Center in Potsdam (MMZ) for hosting this 
year’s event and providing a forum for such critical academic 
engagement. Israel Studies, especially in Europe, are current-
ly navigating a difficult period. The MMZ’s generous support 
for this conference is a powerful testament to the resilience 
of academic freedom and to the importance of maintaining 
spaces for open inquiry. I’m delighted to have the opportuni-
ty to benefit from the atmosphere of scholarly vibrancy and 
inspiration of the MMZ / University of Potsdam. I am espe-
cially grateful to Dr. Olaf Glöckner, whose tireless efforts as 
Chair of the Conference Committee have been instrumental 
in bringing this event to life. 

This year’s conference also offers an opportunity to reflect 
on the current EAIS Board term (2023–2025), which con-
cludes in December. The past three years have been defined 
by extraordinary turbulence. Many of our members have 
experienced these challenges firsthand, whether due to the 
escalation of hostilities in the Middle East or increasing con-
straints on academic freedom. And yet, in the face of these 
difficulties, EAIS has remained steadfast in its mission to 
promote Israel Studies in Europe and has even grown strong-
er. The last two years have seen unprecedented levels of in-
terest in our Annual Conferences. This would not have been 
possible without the commitment and professionalism of an 
exceptional team: the members of the Board, the Academic 
Council, the Supervisory Committee, as well as our Executive 
Officers and Assistants. It has been a privilege to work along-
side such a dedicated group of individuals – I am sincerely 
grateful for your contribution.

Dear delegates, thank you for your continued support and 
for being part of the EAIS community. I hope that you will 
have a meaningful and stimulating experience during your 
stay in Potsdam.

Miriam Rürup
Director of the Moses Mendelssohn 
Center for European Jewish Studies 
University of Potsdam

Olaf Glöckner
Moses Mendelssohn Center/ 

University of Potsdam 
Chair of the Conference Committee

Welcome to Potsdam and to the Moses Mendelssohn Center! 
Me personally and all of my team here at the center are delighted 
to host you all for this year’s 13th Annual Conference on Israel 
Studies of the EAIS.

The Moses Mendelssohn Center for European Jewish Studies 
(MMZ) has been conducting interdisciplinary research on Jew-
ish history as well as contemporary Jewish studies for more 
than 30 years. Israeli history and contemporary Israeli society 
are continuously included in this research. As part of the Selma 
Stern Center for Jewish Studies, we are grateful to welcome to 
this day a diverse group of visiting professors and fellows from 
many different countries working on various topics, many of 
them from the field of Israel Studies. Starting in 2020, we have 
also been engaged in creating a network for junior scholars, spe-
cifically through our German Israeli Archive Exchange Colloqui-
um for doctoral students that we co-organize with the Institute 
for the History of the German Jews as our partner in Hamburg. 

The EAIS has become an important partner for the MMZ, all the 
more so because it also engages in research on related fields like 
Diaspora Relations, Jewish-Muslim Relations, and Peace Stud-
ies. We look forward to the joint lectures, panels, and roundta-
ble discussions of the 13th Annual Conference, even though the 
topics are - in light of ongoing unsolved conflicts - anything but 
simple. May the conference contribute to a better understanding 
of Israel, Palestine, and the possibilities for  moving closer to a 
stable peace for everyone in the Middle East.

Please make our center your academic home for the upcoming days 
- I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in person 
throughout the event and wish you and all of us fruitful discussions! 



EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF ISRAEL STUDIES
The European Association of Israel Studies (EAIS) is an independent, international, scholar-
ly association devoted to the academic study of Israel. The EAIS is committed to rigorous 
academic scholarship about Israel and high-quality research and teaching in this area, as well 
as increasing the breadth of study of this important part of the Middle East. Our mission is to 
promote, encourage, and support the independent, academic study of Israel across Europe.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE:

MOSES MENDELSSOHN CENTER

Research at the Moses Mendelssohn Center in Potsdam, 
founded in 1992, centers on the history, religion and culture of 
Jews and Judaism in the countries of Europe from the early 
modern period to the present day, with a special focus on the 
history and present of Jews in German-speaking and other 
European countries, history and present of Israel, contemporary 

Jewish life in Europe and other parts of the Diaspora, and also 
on Antisemitism, right-wing extremism and preventive programs 
to combat it. The institute offers an extensive public library. The 
dissemination and transfer of knowledge of Jewish history to the 
broader public by also employing methods of digital humanities 
are central components of the institute’s work. 

Olaf Glöckner - Chair
Johannes Becke
Joanna Dyduch
Marcela Menachem Zoufalá

Patrycja Molko
Werner Tress
Artur Skorek
Karolina Zielińska

It is a true pleasure to welcome you to the 13th Annual EAIS 
Conference here in beautiful Potsdam.

I am especially delighted that this year’s gathering is taking place 
at the Moses Mendelssohn Center for European Jewish Studies 
(MMZ)—a location that holds both institutional significance and 
personal meaning for me. I would like to take this opportunity to 
share a few words about that connection.

The MMZ stands as one of the foremost centers of excellence in 
Jewish and Israel Studies in Europe. Under the leadership of Pro-
fessor Miriam Rürup, the Center continues to expand its reach 
and research in dynamic new directions. For all of us, this con-
ference offers an excellent opportunity to become more familiar 
with the MMZ and its dedicated scholarly community.

On a personal note, I had the privilege of teaching a course on 
Israeli society here in 2019 for a semester. During that time, I 
deeply valued the chance to collaborate with MMZ colleagues—
especially Dr. Olaf Glöckner, Chair of the EAIS 2025 Conference, 
my long-time academic mentor and dear friend. Olaf has led the 
Israel Studies Professorship Program at the MMZ with insight, 
generosity, and vision for over a decade.

Our academic paths first crossed in 2017 in Prague, during a 
visit with Professor Julius H. Schoeps, the founding father of the 
MMZ and a towering figure in Jewish Studies in Germany and 
beyond. Since then, Olaf and I have worked closely on several 
projects—together with partners in Tel Aviv, Kraków, Bratislava, 
and London—exploring the lived experiences and quality of life 
among European Jewish, Roma, and Muslim minorities.

An equally important dimension of our collaboration has been 
through the European Association of Israel Studies, where we 
have tried to build, together with friends and colleagues such 
as Prof. Joanna Dyduch, Dr. Artur Skorek, and many others, a 
vibrant and resilient academic space for the discipline we all 
deeply care about: Israel Studies.

These are undeniably complex and challenging times—often de-
scribed as dark or overwhelming. Yet as the Midrash Tehillim 
reminds us: Even in the darkest place, the light of a single candle 
can be seen. I hope that during your time here in Potsdam, you 
will feel that light—through the warmth, collegiality, and intellec-
tual spirit that this place inspires. For me, returning to the MMZ 
always feels like a kind of homecoming, and I hope you will share 
that feeling too.

My warmest wishes for a fruitful and inspiring conference.

Marcela Menachem Zoufalá
Vice-Chair of the European  
Association of Israel Studies

Dear esteemed colleagues, dear friends,



TUESDAY           16 SEPTEMBER

Brandenburg Museum,  
historical Vaulted Hall

EAIS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
POTSDAM 2025 SCHEDULE  

SUNDAY           14 SEPTEMBER

MONDAY           15 SEPTEMBER
Panels 1: Einstein Forum, Event Hall

Panels 2: ZZF, Big Seminar Room

Panels 3: MMZ, Seminar Room

Panels 4: ZZF, Small Seminar Room

Panels 1: Brandenburg Museum, 
Lecture Room, 1st floor

Panels 2: Einstein Forum, Event Hall

Panels 3: ZZF, Big Seminar Room

Panels 4: ZZF, Small Seminar Room

	 12.00	 Registration

	 16.00-16.30	 Official opening of the conference 

	 16.30-17.20	 Keynote Opening speech 
		  Isabelle Schierenbeck 
		  Polarisation, Democratic Decline and Popular Protests in Israel. Before and after 7 October

	 17.30-19.00	 Charting a Path Forward: Challenges and Dilemmas in Contemporary Israel Studies. Plenary roundtable 
		  CHAIR: Joanna Dyduch (Chair of the Department of Israel Studies at the Jagiellonian University)

Katharina von Schnurbein (European Commission Coordinator on combating antisemitism  
and fostering Jewish life)

		  Colin Shindler (Honorary President of the EAIS)

		  Marcela Menachem Zoufalá (Vice-Chair of the EAIS)

		  Olaf Glöckner (Chair of the Conference Committee)

	 19.00	 Reception and finger food

SUNDAY           14 SEPTEMBER

Day 1

MONDAY           15 SEPTEMBER 

Day 2
TUESDAY           16 SEPTEMBER 

	09.15 – 10.45	 Session 1

	10.45 – 11.15	 Break 

11.15 – 12.45	 Session 2

12.45 – 14.15	 Lunch

	14.15 – 16.15	 Navigating Dire Straits: Israeli Polity  
		  in the Times of Crises. Plenary session.

	 	 CHAIR: Amnon Aran  
		  Ayelet Harel, Dani Kranz,  
		  Ilan Peleg, Joel Peters

	16.15 – 16.45	 Coffee Break

	16.45 – 18.15	 Session 3

	 19.00	 Dinner

Day 3
	 8.00 – 9.00	 General Assembly of the EAIS

	 9.30 – 11.00	 Session 4

11.00 – 11.30 	 Coffee break

11.30 – 13.00	 Session 5

	13.00 – 14.30	 Lunch

14.30 – 16.00	 Session 6

16.00 – 16.30 	 Coffee break

16.30 – 18.00	 Session 7

18.15 – 18.30	 Closing remarks

Mercure Hotel Potsdam City

 Brandenburg Museum

Centre for Contemporary History (ZZF)

Moses Mendelssohn Center (MMZ)
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MONDAY           SEPTEMBER 15

Day 2 
SESSION 1 � 09.15 – 10.45

 PANEL 1 

Israeli Identity in Crisis

CHAIR: Ayelet Harel

Amir Lupovici
October 7 and the Crisis of Deterrence: Identity, Security,  
and the Grip of Strategic Persistence

Noa Lavie, Yael Hashiloni-Dolev
“Disillusionment” in Israeli Public Discourse After October 7: 
Tracing the Existential, Political and Affective Meanings  
of a Concept

Zeevik Greenberg, Sibylle Heilbrunn
The Architecture of Togetherness: Kibbutz Solidarity  
Infrastructure in Times of Crisis 

Esther Gardei
Art as Interruption: Aesthetic Strategies of Reconciliation  
in Times of War

Einstein Forum, Event Hall MMZ, Seminar Room

ZZF, Small Seminar Room

ZZF, Big Seminar Room

ZZF, Big Seminar Room

 PANEL 2  

Roundtable: Whither Israel’s  
Neighborhood Relations? Regional  
Integration or Diversification? 

CHAIR: Alfred Tovias 

Gisela Dachs, Eyal Zisser, Peter Lintl, Alfred Tovias	

 PANEL 3  

Conflict Portrayal in Media

 PANEL 4 

Borders and Borderlines in Palestine-Israel

CHAIR: Miri Talmon

Anna Smoliarova
From Spokesperson to Storyteller: Eylon Levy and Israel’s 
Digital Public Diplomacy on the Frontlines of the Gaza War

Milena Gajewska, Władysław Marek Kolasa
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and the Media Sphere  
of Generation Z (Conclusions from Pilot Studies)

Giora Goodman
Israel’s Censorship of the Foreign Media during the First 
Lebanon War, 1982

Yaron Shemer 
Gaza in Pre-2023 Israeli Cinema	

CHAIR: Marcela Menachem Zoufalá 

Lily Eilan 
Like Two Photos Taken on One Film:  
The Palestinian-Israeli-Lebanese Borderland 1940-1960

David Borabeck
The Sacred as a Manifestation of an Internal Border: Elijah’s 
Cave as a Case Study

Guy Abutbul-Selinger
The Construction of Liminal Ethnic Identity among  
Middle-Class Minority Adolescents

DETAILED PROGRAMME 
SESSION 2� 11.15 – 12.45

ZZF, Small Seminar Room

 PANEL 1 

Israeli Diaspora and Dual Citizenships

CHAIR: Avi Shilon

Isabell Schierenbeck, Lisbeth Aggestam
Diaspora Mobilization and Foreign Policy: The Case of the 
Jewish and Israeli Diasporas in Germany and Sweden

Uzi Rebhun, Ido Liberman, Daniel Staetsky, Yuval Paldi
The Israeli Diaspora in the Aftermath of October 7

Ben Herzog
Exceptionalism and Comparability – Dual Citizenship  
in Israel After October 7th

Timea Crofony
Affective Positioning and the Politics of Being Seen:  
Israeli Jewish Students in Oxford After October 7

 PANEL 2  

Contemporary Antisemitism vis-à-vis  
Israel: The October 7, 2023  Pogrom and 
Time/Space Compression 2.0 in Germany 

CHAIR: Olaf Glöckner 

Dani Kranz
What Now, What Next? Interdisciplinary Reflections on Jews, 
Antisemitism, and the Possibilities of Counteraction  
in Higher Education

Marc Grimm
Bias in Higher Education: Exploring Anti-Israel and  
Anti-Jewish Attitudes Among Students

Marc Hermann-Cohen
Addressing Antisemitism and Jewish-Related Topics in  
German Language Education: Insights from Migrant  
Integration Courses and School Contexts

Sibylle Heilbrunn
When History Binds and Blinds: Germany’s Israel Policy at  
a Crossroads

 PANEL 3 

The Israel-Hamas War: Global  
and Regional Perspectives 

CHAIR: Anders Persson

Amnon Aran
Israeli-Turkish Relations Since 2011: From Adversarial  
Asymmetry to Equivalence?

Jacob Eriksson
A Ripe Moment for Peace? Israel after 7 October, 2023

Artur Skorek
Divisions over the Pond: American and European Diplomacies 
Facing War in Gaza

Joanna Dyduch
European Attitudes and Policies Towards Israel and Palestine 
in the Aftermath of October 7: Continuity and Change

 PANEL 4 

Israeli Palestinians

CHAIR: Rebecca Kook 

Mery Najjar Aboud
The Relationship between National and Citizenship Marginality 
and the Depth of the Israelization Process in East Jerusalem 

Yoav Kapshuk, Hila Zaban
Compensative Memory-Making amidst Conflict: Spatial  
Memory and Gentrification in Jaffa 

Liora Sion
Palestinians in Israel: From a Minority Group to a Sector 

Xinyi Chen
Encountering in and beyond the Times of Crisis: Rediscovering 
the Hebrew-Arabic Literary Journal “ Mifgash-Liqa’ ”

Einstein Forum, Event Hall MMZ, Seminar Room



 PANEL 1 

How Shall We Remember Them All?

SESSION 3� 16.45 – 18.15

CHAIR: Yael Netzer

Noga Raved, Havatzelet Yahel
Stickers as Commemoration: Visual and Textual Expressions 
for Building Collective Memory and Jewish Identity Following 
the Events of October 7, 2023  

Noam Tirosh
The Sticker Song: Memory and Commemoration after October 7

Roy Katz, Yuval Benziman
The Needle and the Damage Done: Tattoos as a Response 
among Israelis After the October 7th Attack  

 PANEL 2 

Internal Faultlines in the Israeli Society

CHAIR: Yoav Kapshuk

Rebecca Kook, Janan Farraj Falah, Ayelet Harel  
Gender Nationalism and a Sense of Belonging: A Study of 
Druze Women in Israel

Eik Doedtmann
One People - One Conscription?! The Controversial Recruiting 
Policy Towards Haredi Jewish Men in Israel over the Decades

Ayelet Harel 
A Room of One’s Own? A study of Women Soldiers in  
Frontline War Rooms Following October 7

 PANEL 3 

Israel’s Foreign Relations

CHAIR: Joanna Dyduch

David Tal
Pilgrims, Travelers, and The Making of the US-Israel Special 
Relationship

Eva Taterová
35 Years of Czech-Israeli Relations: The Czech Republic’s 
Path to Becoming a Pro-Israel Voice in Europe

Vladimir Zeev Khanin
FSU Aliya at the Time of the Russian-Ukrainian War:  
Demography, Identity and Political Impact

Moti Gigi, Lars Rinsdorf
Analyzing International Discourse on the Israeli Crisis:  
A Comparative Israeli-German Perspective After October 7th

 PANEL 4 

Jewish Settlements and the Debate on 
Settler Colonialism

CHAIR: Liora Sion

Alexander Koensler
Settler Colonialism and Israel: An Empirical Critique

Guy Ziv
“We are Occupying, Deporting and Settling”: The Impact of 
the National Religious Sector’s Growing Clout in the IDF on 
Israel’s Democratic Future

Ian McGonigle
Shabbat, Shemitah, Shiv’im: Kabbalistic Concepts and  
Contemporary Winemaking in West Bank Settlements

Jennifer Nyström
Sacralizing Gaza? Christian Responses to the Israel-Hamas War

Einstein Forum, Event Hall MMZ, Seminar Room

ZZF, Big Seminar Room

ZZF, Small Seminar Room

NAVIGATING DIRE STRAITS:  
ISRAELI POLITY IN THE TIMES OF CRISES. PLENARY SESSION.�

14.15 – 16.15

Einstein Forum, Event Hall

Brandenburg Museum, Lecture Room, 1st floor

Einstein Forum, Event Hall

ZZF, Small Seminar Room

ZZF, Big Seminar Room

TUESDAY           SEPTEMBER 16  

Day 3
SESSION 4� 09.30 – 11.00

 PANEL 1 

The Israeli Right-Wing in History:  
Expanding Boundaries and New Narratives 

CHAIR: Maya Mark

Amir Goldstein
When the Israeli Right Turned Left:  
Gahal During the Recession (1966–1967)

Avi Shilon
Thirty Years Since the Assassination: Evolving Attitudes  
within the Israeli Right Toward the Murder of Yitzhak Rabin

Maya Mark
Civil Disobedience in Defense of Democracy:  
The Case Study of the Israeli Right

Amir Nehari
Revisiting the Gaza Disengagement: A Psycho-Systemic  
Analysis with Implications for Post–October 7th Israel

 PANEL 2 

Zionism, Palestine and a Jewish State:  
A Historical Perspective

CHAIR: Przemyslaw Turek  

Colin Shindler
The Magnetism of the Soviet Experiment on Socialist Zionists 
1919-1939

Itamar Radai
Ben-Gurion’s Meetings with Palestinian Leaders, 1934-1936: 
A Reassessment

Arnon Golan
What Should Be Done with the Gaza Strip? Proposals and 
Plans, 1949-1957

Fred Lazin
The Closing of Shanghai to Jews Fleeing Hitler and Israel’s 
Response to Soviet and Ethiopian Refugees; The Need for a 
Jewish State.

 PANEL 3 

Representation of War in Israeli Culture 

CHAIR: Tom Kellner   

Adia Mendelson Maoz
Filming/Writing War: The Extreme Poetics of Yoram Kaniuk 
and Susan Sontag

Yael Guilat
Caring Aesthetics as a Strategy of Radical Empathy  
in War Times

Merav Meron
October Lament: The Use of Jewish Corpus in the Israeli 
Soundtrack Following 10/7

Ofer Nur
Eros and Peace: Israel and Palestine in Queer Times

 PANEL 4 

Complexities of the Israeli-Arab Relations

CHAIR: Karolina Zielińska

Anders Persson
What Kind of Peace Have the Abraham Accords Achieved  
So Far? 

Rafał Soroczyński
The Problem of the 2024-2025 Israeli Operation in the Gaza 
Strip from the Perspective of the Hague Court Proceedings  

Tom Khaled Würdemann
“The Islamic Vanguard”: Early Leftist-Islamist Alliances in  
the 1980s Arab World



 PANEL 1 

Roundtable: Israel Studies in Germany:  
Still in the Margins? 

SESSION 5� 11.30 – 13.00

CHAIR: Olaf Glöckner

Lidia Averbukh, Johannes Becke, Dani Kranz 

 PANEL 2 

Regional Conflict and Regional Cooperation 

CHAIR: Elie Podeh 

Karolina Zielińska
Israelis and Regional Cooperation: Vision, Visions, or a Mosaic 
of Spontaneous Practices?

Mustafa Abbasi
Israel and the Shiites in South Lebanon: Is Reconciliation 
Possible?

Przemyslaw Turek
Druze Community in the Golan Heights and the Buffer Zone 
After the Fall of the Bashshar al-Assad Government

Eldad Brin
The Debate Surrounding the Construction of a Civilian Airport 
on the Israeli Side of the Divided Jerusalem, 1948-1967

 PANEL 3 

Televisual Aftermath: Broadcasting  
and Self-Limitation: October 7 on  
Israeli Television 

CHAIR: Dan Arav

Dan Arav
Self-Documentation in the Massacre of October 7, 2023 – 
A New Way of Thinking About Trauma and Media? 

Itay Harlap
A Not-So-Wonderful Country: Israeli Satire Between  
Consolation and Propaganda

Dana Masad
’50 Years and a Day Ago’ – The Stronghold and the  
Televisional Historiography of October 7  

Idit Gil
Visualizing Evil: Nazi Imagery in Israeli Political Caricatures 
of Hamas After October 7, 2023 

 PANEL 4 

Breaking the Vicious Circle 

CHAIR: Maiken Umbach 

Verena Buser
Unheard Palestinian Voices for Peace and Democracy

Maiken Umbach
Re-Framing Antisemitism: The Pre-History of a Topical 
Debate

Ahmed Albaba
The Arab-Palestinian anti-Zionism and Its Catastrophic  
Consequences

Uri Rosenberg
From Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism to Anti-Zionist  
Antisemitism: The Turkish Millî Görüş Movement and Its  
Discourse on Jews, Judaism, Zionism and Israel from  
the 1970s to 1990s

Brandenburg Museum, Lecture Room, 1st floor

ZZF, Small Seminar Room

ZZF, Big Seminar Room

Einstein Forum, Event Hall

SESSION 6� 14.30 – 16.00

 PANEL 1 

Israeli Cinema and Television: Negotiating 
Traumas of Immigration, Conflict, War

CHAIR: Miri Talmon

Elke Heckner
How to Be Seen: Invisibility, Gender and Mizrahi Identities in 
“Turn Left at the End of the World” (2004) 

Miri Talmon
As Seen on Israeli TV: Bonds Across Social Boundaries   

Yvonne Kozlovsky Golan
Social and Cultural Transformations in Traditional Mizrahi 
Religious Practice, Authority Structures, and Family Life as 
Reflected in Israeli Cinema in the Early 21st Century

Anat Y. Zanger
Ethics and Aesthetics of Absence: Images After October 7th

 PANEL 2 

New Diplomacy in the Making? 

CHAIR: Marcela Menachem Zoufalá

Elie Podeh
Clandestine and Public Encounters for Peace Between Israel 
and Syria (1948–2023)

Irena Kalhousová, Emmanuelle Blanc
Acknowledging Pain: The Role of Recognition in Shaping  
the Foreign Policies of (re-)Traumatized States

Azriel Bermant
The Western Powers, Israel, the Gulf War and Its  
Implications Today

 PANEL 3 

Israel and Palestinian Territories

CHAIR: Jacob Eriksson

Natan Aridan
Between the Hammer and the Anvil: The Anguish of Israel’s 
Diplomats and Diaspora Jewish Leaders in the Wake of  
Israel’s Retaliatory Raids, 1953-55

Amir Reicher
To Put Yourself in the Other’s Shoes (leaving him barefoot):  
On Deadly Identification in the West Bank Settlement Project

Ronnie Olesker
Securitizing Social Movements in Grey Conflict Zones:  
Jewish-Palestinian Activism in the West Bank

 PANEL 4  

New Directions in Israel and Peace Studies 

CHAIR: Timea Crofony

Gabriel Terrasson
Israel Studies in France: Future and Perspective

Maciej Ratajczyk
Between East and West: The Romanization of Hebrew and 
Discourses of Zionism, Orientalism, and Modernization in 
Eretz Israel/Palestine and the Diaspora

Patrycja Molko 
Shared Rivers, Shared Futures: Israeli–Jordanian Water  
Relations in an Era of Climate Crisis

ZZF, Small Seminar Room

Brandenburg Museum, Lecture Room, 1st floor ZZF, Big Seminar Room

Einstein Forum, Event Hall



Brandenburg Museum, Lecture Room, 1st floor

 PANEL 1 

Political Activism and the Fight to Preserve 
Democracy 

SESSION 7� 16.30 – 18.00

CLOSING REMARKS� 18.15 – 18.30

CHAIR: Joanna Dyduch 

Tamar Hermann
Israeli Public Opinion 2023–2025: Centripetal vs. Centrifugal 
Trajectories

Yiftach Har-Gil
“Provocation” as a Political Spectacle in Israeli politics

Inna Leykin, Michal Kravel-Tovi, Amitai Mintzer
Anywhere, Anytime: Public Shaming of Government Officials 
as a Civil Panopticon 

 PANEL 2 

A Return of Religion and Radicalism into 
Israeli Society?  

CHAIR: Artur Skorek

Elad Wexler
Who is to Blame for Rabin’s Assassination? “Incitement” 
and the Role of Religious Zionist Rabbis

Ari Engelberg
“Messianism” in Current Israeli Public Discourse –  
the Case of Eretz Nehedert and Naftali Bennet.

Erna Anjarwati
The Resurgence of Far-Right Ideology: Fascism and Islamic 
Radicalism, and Its Contributions to Global Antisemitism

 PANEL 3 

October 7, 2023 between Mourning,  
Documentation and Follow-Up

CHAIR: Dani Kranz

Yael Netzer, Keren Shuster, Lilach Naishtat
Writing in Times of War: Reconstruction of Trauma through 
Collaborative Writing 

Orit Rozin
Mourning Over Slain Children: Then and Now

Lev Topor
Denying Terror, Distorting Truth: The 7/10 Pogrom and the 
Mechanics of Modern Terrorism Denial

Brandenburg Museum, Lecture Room, 1st floor

ZZF, Big Seminar Room

Einstein Forum, Event Hall Teach in the U.S.  
or Around the World
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VISITING FACULTY PROGRAM
 

 

 

 

To learn more and to apply, please visit:  
israelinstitute.org/programs
Women, minorities, and individuals with  
disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply.
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The Visiting Faculty Program enables faculty with 
full-time positions at Israeli colleges and universities to 
receive support during their sabbatical if they teach 
courses about Israel at American universities.

The Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship supports Israeli 
scholars interested in pursuing multi-year 
postdoctoral placements at top universities in the 
United States. 

The International Courses Program supports individual 
classes about Israel at colleges and universities outside 
the United States and Israel. All courses supported by 
this grant must be for credit. Courses can be o�ered 
online or in-person.

The mission of the Israel Institute is to advance the academic study of 
Israel in partnership with leading universities around the world. We are a 
fully independent 501(c)(3) organization that does not accept financial 
support from any government entity.
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